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What is it? Medicaid is a government program that 
provides public health insurance to adults 
with low income and children who qualify. 
Missouri’s Medicaid program is called MO 
HealthNet. There are 2 types of MO 
HealthNet plans: 
• Managed Care plans 
• Fee-For-Service plans 

The Health Insurance 
Marketplace is a website 
(HealthCare.gov) where you can 
shop for health insurance plans. 

Do I qualify for 
coverage?

To see if you qualify, apply at mydss.mo.gov/
healthcare/apply 
To qualify for Managed Care or Fee-For-
Service, you must, among other things: 

• Be a resident of Missouri 
• Have a low income 

People who qualify for a MO HealthNet 
Managed Care plan include: 

• Adults aged 19-64 & not on social security 
• Parents or caretakers with a child  

under age 19 
• Children (birth through age 18) 
• Pregnant women (including unborn child) 
•
Turn over to see who qualifies for a MO 
HealthNet Fee-For-Service plan.

To see if you qualify, visit 
Healthcare.gov 
You may qualify if you: 

• Live in the United States 
• Are a U.S. citizen or national (or 

are lawfully present, including 
Lawful Permanent Resident 
[LPR/Green Card holder], asylee, 
or refugee)  

• Do not have Medicare 
• Are not serving a term in prison 

or jail

What are the main differences between Missouri 
Medicaid and the Health Insurance Marketplace?

The biggest difference between Missouri Medicaid and the Health Insurance 
Marketplace is that Medicaid is for people with a low income. Having a low income 
makes it harder to pay for health insurance and health care services out of your own 
pocket.  

Use this sheet to learn the differences between these 2 health insurance sources and 
which you may qualify for.
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Do I qualify for 
coverage? 
(continued)

People who qualify for a MO HealthNet 
Fee-For-Service plan include: 

• Seniors (aged 65 and older) 
• People with disabilities 
• Blind or visually impaired adults 
• Women (aged 18-55) with no  

health insurance  
• Women (under age 65) with breast 

or cervical cancer

What will I pay 
for coverage?

You may not need to pay anything, or you 
may have to pay a small monthly 
premium (cost) for your coverage.

Most people pay at least some monthly 
premium. The amount depends on the plan 
you choose and if you qualify for 
Marketplace financial help (tax credits or 
cost-sharing reductions).

What will I pay 
for health 
services?

You may not need to pay anything, or you 
may have up to a $10 copay for each 
health service. It depends on your age, 
the type of health service, and if you  
have a Managed Care or  
Fee-For-Service plan.

The amount you’ll pay depends on the plan 
you choose. With most plans, you’ll pay 
these costs out of your own pocket: 

• A copay each time you get a health 
service 

• Yearly deductible before your plan 
starts sharing the cost with you 

• Co-insurance

Do I have a 
choice of health 
plans?

It depends. If you qualify for a Managed 
Care plan, you can choose from 3 
different plans.  

If you qualify for Fee-For-Service, you do 
not have a choice of plans.

Yes, most people have many plans to 
choose from. Visit HealthCare.gov to see 
your plan options.

When can  
I apply?

Any time of the year at mydss.mo.gov/
healthcare/apply 
(If you already have a Managed Care 
plan, you will have a yearly enrollment 
period when you can switch to a  
different plan.)

Only during certain times of the year at 
HealthCare.gov:  
• Open Enrollment each year, usually in 

November and December 
• A Special Enrollment Period, which 

happens when you have certain life 
changes such as getting married or 
divorced, having a baby, or moving 

To learn about other reasons for a Special 
Enrollment Period, visit HealthCare.gov 

Find free in-person or virtual help from trained assisters near you. Visit covermissouri.org/help 
or call 1-800-466-3213 to set up an appointment to learn more or enroll.
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